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HEN I preached the enſuing plain Ser. 

mon, I had not the leaſt thought of its ever 2 
being made public; but à circumſtance or two 
which happened, together with the ſingularity of 
the Text, made ſome think it adviſeable to ſend 
it out into the world. I was the more eafily 
induced to comply with the requeſt of my Friends, 
that the inhabitants of this City may ſee, and nei 
judge, what it is we are preaching in their ¶ "at 
ſtreets; and whether there is not need to chi e 
aloud and ſpare not, and to fhew Sinners th: Kue 
error of their ways. a, - 


1 ſhall not trouble HN 7 

pologies concerning x anner of it 

My ultimate apology is, N ve 215 He Truth, ani 
wants enforcing every where. 
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SERMON, &c. 


ACTS xvi; 6. 


Theſe that have turned the world upſide-down, 
are come hither alſo. 


| HE. preaching of the Croſs is to them 


j that periſh fooliſhneſs, and every 
. thing appertaining to the ſame 1s ge- 


2 nerally treated with great contempt. For the 
ir 1atural man, the unchanged man, receiveth not 
ye things of the ſpirit of God, neither can he 
i Loo them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern- 
d&. Hence it is that all ſuch have been, 
and ſtill are, enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt; 
for the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, it is 
it. Vet ſubject to the Law of Godf. This enmi- 
aniW&y has ſhewn itſelf in various forms; ſome- 
mes in rage and violence; ſometimes by ri- 
. Wicule and ſcorn; ſometimes by ſecret and 
* Wy .infinuations, trying to make ſuch as pro- 
els Religion ſuſpected of evil deſigns. 


All theſe methods were practiſed againſt 
ur Saviour, and the fame we find verified 
zainſt his followers. However, God has fre- 
T '2 Cor. i, 1. + Rom, viii. 7. 

A-2 quently 


* 


A 
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quently ſo over-ruled things for good, that 
even the wrath of man has praiſed him; ſo 
that the very terms of reproach have turned 
out ſolid truths. —For inſtance, the Phariſees, 
in contempt, called our Saviour a friend of 
publicans and finners.—Again, they ſaid, i. 
man receiveth ſinners, which are now precious 
truths: So thoſe ſingular words which I have 
Juſt now rcad over, were ſpoken, partly by 
way of accuſation againſt the ſervants of God, 

and partly by way "of contempt, Theſe, ſaid 
they, which have turned the wwerld up/ide down 
are come hither alſo. Now they really ſpoke 
a great truth, tho' in much ignorance : for 
this was the very deſign of the goſpel, to 
turn the world upſide down. And is it not the 
very deſign of the goſpel, even now, to turn 
the world upſide down? Does it not want 
ſuch a turning? Do we not fee the lives and 
practices of men want ſuch a turning ? And 
as we have been honoured with the ſame re- 
flection, with thoſe holy men of old, we wil 
own the charge, only we mult beg leave ta 
explain ourſelves, and tell you our real mean 

ing,—And ſuffer me toentreat your patience 

and beg that none will make any diſturbance 

but that ſuch as are diſpoſed to hear ma 

hear peaceably. That the Text may be ren 
dered ſomewhat uſeful, I ſhall 


U. Conſider that the deſign of the Goipt 


is to turn the world upf ide down. 
II. She 
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II. Shew you why we are come hither 
Laſtly, Make ſome application. 


I. I am to conſider that the deſign of the 
Goſpel is to turn the world upſide down. 


It is a great truth, aſſerted in the Bible, 
and confirmed by woful experience, that 
darkneſs has covered the earth, and groſs dark- 
neſs the people that dwell therein Nov, the 

deſign of the Goſpel is to open men's eyes, and 
% turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
WM {he power of Satan to God f. By darkneſs we 
are to underſtand 1gnorance ; and, as the 
ol poltle ſays, the times of ignorance God wink- 
fl £4 at . But what kind of ignorance does 
* he mean? He could not mean natural things, 
for it was a very enlightened age (in that re- 
aa ſpect) in which he lived; learning of all 
kinds was in its higheſt perfection, and learn- 
ed men met with very great encouragement, 
eſpecially in the time of Auguſtus, who, be- 
ing himſelf a man of letters, gave great en- 
couragement to all who excelled in the ſame; 
and yet that time is by the Apoſtles reputed 
a ſeaſon of ignorance. But what were they 
ignorant of? They were ignorant of them- 
ſelves ; ; they did not know that they were poor, 
and wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and 
wakedh. They were ignorant of the only true 


{pe * Iſaiah Ix, 7, + AQs xxvi, 18, 
Acts xvii. zo. § Kev. iii. 18. 
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Cod, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent *. 


They were 1gnorant of the nature of true re- 
ligion; they knew nothing of the ſpiritual 
worſhip which that God, who is a ſpirit, re- 
quires from all who worſhip him . And do 
we not ſee the ſame ignorance prevailing even 
now ? Nay, does it not ſhamefully prevail 
in this ancient City? Now then, there 1s need 
of the ſame turning upſide down in this day, 
and 1n this City, that was neceſſary in the 
apoſtolical ages. We have need that God, 
who commanaed light to ſhine out of darkneſs, may 
ſhine into our bearts, to give us the light of the 


knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Feſus 


Chriſt J. 


2. The deſign of the Goſpel is to turn 
to life. As ſoon as man 
ſinned he died; that is, his foul died a ſpi— 
ritual death, and in the ſame wretched ſtate 
all his unhappy poſterity come into the world, 
and are no more capable, of ourſelves, to 
perform any thing acceptable to God, than 
dead bodies are of performing the functions 
To this purpoſe the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, But GopD, who 15 rich in mercy, for bi. 
great love wherewith he loved us, even when Wt 
VERE DEAD IN SINS, hath quickened us togethe! 
with Chriſt . Now, then, the deſign of the 
Goſpel is to call men from this ſpiritual 


men from death 


of living men. 


9 john x xvii. 3. 


z Cor. tv 6, 


+ John iv. 24. 
§ Eph, ii, 6, 7 
death, 
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death, that they may be quickened by grace, 
and wholly made alive to God; that they may 
eat the fleſh of Jeſus and drink his blood, that 
eternal life may be in them. The believer is 
paſſed from death unto life; the unbeliever 
ſhall not ſee life, for the wrath of God abideth on 
him, How can we run our Chriſtian race 
without life? or how can we fight the good 
fight of Faith if we have no life? 


3- The deſign of the Goſpel is to turn 
men from rebellion to obedience.—That eve- 
ry ſoul of man, in his unrenewed ſtate, is in 
a ſtate of diſobedience, I prove from your 
own confeſſion, I mean ſuch as own the au- 
thority of our church. Suffer me to remind 
you what you then ſay, We have erred and 
itrayed from thy ways like loſt ſheep; we 
have done thoſe things we ought not ; and we 
have left undone thoſe things which we ought 
to have done.” But J have even greater au- 
thority than this, even God's word, And you, 
lays the Apoſtle, that were ſome time alienated, 
and enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled in the body of his fleſh 
through Chriſt f. And ſhould either of theſe 
witneſſes be diſputed, I mean the Church of 
England and the Scriptures, doth not daily 
experience prove the point? Is not every 
curſer and ſwearer a rebel againſt the King 
of Heaven? Is not every liar and drunkard, 

* John vi, 54, 55. + Col, i. 21, 22. 


Sab- 
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Sabbath-breaker or unclean perſon in the 
ſame ſituation ? For what 1s rebellion, but 
breaking the laws of the land ? And what is 
rcbellion againſt God, if breaking his laws 
be not, and flying in the face of his com- 
mand ? But let the Goſpel take place, and 
the man's rebellion is at an end; he fears 
God, he honours the King and all that are in 
authority. He will attend unto the fifth 
command, and becomes a better man. The 
receiving the Goſpel will make men better 
huſbands, better ſubjects, and better neigh— 
bours, ſo that they will labour to fill up thoſe 
relative ſtations in life to the praiſe and glory 
of God. This will do that which coercive 
laws and corporal puniſhments will not do; 00 
it will make them act from principle, and 2 
fixes that heavenly rule in their breaſts, . ;, 
ſoc der ye would that men ſhould do unto you, tha! 50 
do ye alſo. Without this a name or party ſig- 92 
nifies very little; for the greater his privi- {, 
leges are, the greater is his condemnation; Ian 
for he that knoweth his maſter s will, and doth it fo. 
not, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. pe 


4. The deſign of the Goſpel is to turi 
men from ſin to holineſs. I ſay fin, not 
barely ſuch as may bring pain or ſhame up- nc 
on us from our fellow-mortals, but whatever 
has a tendency to defile the ſoul. — The true 
convert 1s not ſatisfied with making the out- 


ſide of the cup clean; but his prayer is, ö 
# 
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be © delivered from all blindneſs of heart; 
from pride, vain glory, and hypocriſy, and 
from all uncharitableneſs;” yea, © that the 
thoughts of his heart may be cleanſed by 
the inſpiration of God's holy ſpirit, that he 
may perfectly love him, and worthily mag- 
nify his holy name.” St. Paul ſays, Let not 
fin reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould 
obey it in the luſts thereof *®. And the Lord 
ſays, Be ye holy, for I am boy f. Nothing 
which defiles can enter into the New Jeru- 
ſalem; for without holineſs no man can fee the 
Lord 1. And depend upon it that ſame holy 
' Lord who expelled ſinning angels out of 
Heaven, will never ſuffer ſinning worms to 
come there. Beſides, our Saviour gave him- | 
all of for us, that he might redeem us from all 1 
'-W iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar peo- 
ple zealous of good works &; for none but the 
pure in heart can ſee God. Now, let the bleſ- 
ſed Gofpel of God our Saviour take place, 
and 1t will anſwer the deſired end; and there- 
fore we ought not to be aſhamed of the Goſ- 
pel, for it is the power of God unto ſaluation to 
every one that believes ||. 


no 5. The deſign of the Goſpel is to turn 
up- men from miſery to happineſs. —Happineſs 


vel is the deſire of every human being. It is 
rol for this that all creation is, as it were, groan- 
ut- 

t0 ” "Rom. v6. 22, +7 x Pet. i. 26, t Mat, v. 8. 
| * § Tit, li. 14, Rom. i. 16. 


ing 
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ing and travailing in birth; and men have ' 
fancied it to be in ſeveral things in which it F 
is not. Hence one 1s ſeeking it in money, bl 


and pants after the dull ſhadow with all his _ 
might; riſes early, and takes reſt late; is 1 
ever reſtleſs, and 1s juſt like the idiot who ran d; 
after the rainbow; for tho' he run ever ſo faſt, 6 
ſtill the rainbow left him behind: So it is fo 
with the man who is aiming to ſatisfy his 1 “% 
empty ſoul with money. The very ſame I 
may be ſaid of that honour which one poor ill 
worm can receive from another: The ſame 

of dreſs, diverſions, company, or any other ; 
earthly delight. All theſe are ſeeking the Il '!! 
living among the dead. Every created thing I 
lays < happineſs is not in me.” What then n. 
is to make that ſpirit, which is the breath of m 
the Almighty, happy? Verily, nothing but . 
the Almighty himſelf, and the bleſſed Goſ- £1 
pel points the wanderer directly to him, and ker 
ſays, © Look unto him and be ſaved all the For 
ends of the earth.” Read over the 8th chap- “ 
ter of the Proverbs, and you will find the 17 
very ſame doctrine delivered which I am 
offering to you.—We are often bid to ſing plea 
unto the Lord, and to rejoice in the Lord; hor 
all which expreſſions plainly teſtify that there I. 
is true joy to be found in him. He wipes the Nan 
tears from off all faces, and will cauſe. the ri- 
buke of his people to ceaſe *. As many of you 
as have been at the Minſter may recollect it 


a. . 8. 


was 
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was obſerved, the way for any one to be hap- 
py was to believe in Chriſt, who ſaid, Let not 
your heart be troubled ; ye believe in God, believe 
alſo in me. It was juſtly oblerved, men are 
apt to run away from their troubles, and 
drive into wordly buſineſs, and do not come 
to Jeſus, who alone can give them true com- 
fort and happineſs. Our Saviour ſays, I. 
the world ye ſhall have tribulation, but in me ye 


ſhall have peace; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world“. 


Depend on it religion 1s ſo far from dri- 
ving people mad, that it is the only thing 
which will ever bring them to their ſenſes, 
and give them a peaceable and comfortable 
mind. When you dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt 
in you, then you feel a peace which paſſeth 
all underſtanding ; by which the mind is 
kept in the knowledge and love of God: 
For in his preſence there is fulneſs of joy, and 
at his right hand there are pleaſures for ever- 
de Nuore . As for all the happineſs which ariſes 
from creature comforts, be they riches, 
pleaſure, honour, beauty, or any thing elſe 
ort of God, it will leave us behind in a 
very little time. The happineſs which we 
vant is that which will not fly from us when 
ickneſs or pain ſhall overtake us; when old 
de ſhall ſhake us by the hand; when death 
hall make his formidable approach ; when 


* John xvi, 33. + Pſal, xvi, 11. 


the 


3 
rhe pillars of the houſe ſhall ſhake and trem. 
ble, and the ſtrong men ſhall bow themſelves, 
and thoſe that look out of the windows be 
darkened. We want a happineſs which will 
ſtand the ſcrutiny of a judgment ſeat, and 
the terror of a flaming world: In a word, 
a happineſs immortal as your ſoul, and im- 
moveable as the throne of God. 


6. The deſign of the Goſpel is to turn Ml 
men from danger to ſafety. We are informed e 
that all having ſinned, they are under the “ 
curſe, and conſequently in danger of drop- IU © 
ping into Hell; and there is but one way of I 
eſcaping, and that is by flying to Chriſt ; for de 
there is no other name given among men by an 
which we can be ſaved from ſin and miſery lit. 
here, or eternal damnation hereafter. The I e 
Goſpel holds forth this Saviour, ſaying, B. 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away the fi: V 
no the world. Suffer me to remind you of a ® t 

awful paſſages : The wicked ſhall be turn 3 
into Hell, and all the people that forget God“ 
Upon the wicked will God rain ſnares, fire, ans 
brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt ; this ſbal 
be the portion of their cup . For Tophet u 
prepared of old, be hath made it large and ate); 
the pile thereof is fire and much wood : the breath 
of the Lord, like a ftream of brimſtone, ut dark 
kindle the ſame . For woe unto the wicked, ! 
ſhall be ill with him, for the reward of bis ou 

* Pſalm ix, 17, + Pſalm xi, 6. 1 Ifa, xxx. 31. 


hand 


1 
zands ſhall be given him. Nay, ſuch fall 9: 
tormented with fire and brimſtone in the preſence 
of the holy angels, and in the preſence of the Lambo. 
And the ſmoke of their torments aſcended up for 
ever and ever; and they have no reſt day nos 
night f. For their worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quenched. —T he Lord Jeſus ſha!! be reveal- 
ed in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt : who ſhall be puniſhed with 
| Wl everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of bis power .. O 
_ Wl confider this, ye that forget God, left be tear you 
JI pieces, and there be none to deliver d. My 
dear fellow ſinners, theſe are doleful ſubjects, 
Ind what a preacher of the Goſpel can take 
little pleaſure in; but if we undertake to 


terrors of the Lord we mult perſuade men ||. As 
watchmen we muſt make a faithful report. 
lo that you may be warned to fly from the 
wrath to come. We appriſe you of your 
danger, that you may eſcape this condemna- 
tion, by flying to the only refuge, a crucified 
Saviour, in whom all fulneſs dwells, and then 
you are ſafe. Then let the heavens paſs away 
with a great noiſe, and the elements melt 
with fervent heat; let the ſun be turned into 
darkneſs, and the moon into blood, yet, hav- 
ng fled to the appointed refuge, you are ſafe; 
" Ifa, ili, 11. f Rev. xiv. 11, 12, f 2 Theſ, i, 8, 9, 
Plalm 1, 22, || 2 Cor, v. 11. 


then 


teach, we muſt be faithful, for knowing rhe 
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then you may lift up your heads with unut- 
terable joy, for the time of your compleat 
redemption is come. Now, I pray, what is 
there amiſs in all this? Is it not the truth s 
it is in Jeſus? In this manner do we labour ; 


to turn the world upſide down. 


; 

TI. But it is time for me to haſten to the I 
ſecond thing propoſed, which is to ſhew ſome 1 
reaſons why we come hither. 0 


1. It is the expreſs command of our Lord I a: 
and Maſter, who ſays, Go out quickly into tht ill fo 
lanes and ſtreets of the city, and bring in hiths T 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and tb ¶ da 
blind —Nay, he repeats the command, GY an 
out into the highways and hedges, and compe I ves 
them to come in, that my houſe may be filled*. to 


Now, I apprehend this paſſage muſt have; 
a meaning; and ſure I am, if we ſeek fore 
ſome myſtical meaning, we ſhall be in gre: 
danger of making nonſenſe of it. Beſide: 
we have its literal meaning confirmed by ou 
Saviour himſelf, who went out into the high 
ways and hedges, and preached the Goſpe 
every where. He was far from being nice 
for he, who was to die for rained finne 
knew too well the value of them to let ther 
periſh for want of ſpeaking to them in thy 2. 
open air, and his own precious blood his 


* Luk? xlv. 21-23, 
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3 
conſecrated the whole earth, and rendered 
every place proper to preach the Goſpel 1n. 
But ſome will ſay, Are not places ſet apart 
for preaching in; and may not people reſort 
thitherand hear preaching? There are places, 
and people may reſort thither ; but 1s 1t not 
a melancholy truth that there are more that 
ſtay away than go to any place of worſhip ? 
For the ſake of theſe poor wanderers we come 
out into the lanes and ſtreets, and if we do 
not, who will? I know no law againſt it, 
d and I think we have a very good precedent 
for it in the very chapter from whence the 
Text 1s taken, ver, 17. St. Paul reaſoned 
daily in the market with ſuch as he met; 
and, in ver. 22, he ſtood on Mars Hill, a 
very public place, and preached a ſermon 
to them. If we look into the Proverbs we 
ſhall find in ſeveral places Wiſdom crying 
aveſBio:thout ; ſhe utters her voice in the STREETS : 
for be cried in the CHIEF PLACES OF CONCOURSE. 
rea Nay, be ſtandeth on the top of high places of 
devyW/be paths. She crieth at the gates at the entry 
ou the city, at the coming in at the doors. Unto 
1g1Fou, O men, I call, and my voice is unto the ſons 
ofpWf nen. Now, if all this is not ſufficient 
niceWroot for preaching in the ſtreets, I will pro- 
nee to preach no more in them. 
che! 
n Ul 2. We come to call you to repentance. 
d bi his is the leading doctrine of the Goſpel, 


Prov. i. 20, 21,-Viii, 2, 3, 4, 


Col 
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ſuch as our Saviour preached, when he ſic, 
Repent, and believe the Goſpel * ; and ſuch a: 
his ſervants preached, when they ſaid, Repent, 
and be converted, that your fins may be blotted 
out, cohen the times of refreſhing ſhall come from 
the preſence of the Lord 1. And as all have 


—_— 


( 
ſinned, all muſt repent, and this you all ac- I 1 
knowledge, not only in the daily confeſſion, ! 
mentioned before, but in that well-known Ft 
Collect, when you acknowledge that, * tho 
you be tied down and bound with the chain 1e 
of your ſins, that the pityfulnefs of his mer- II 
cy may looſe you.” But repentance is nota f 
bare confeſſion of ſin, but there muſt bea  t: 


to:ſaking of it, if ever you intend to find I ſe 
mercy. And, indeed, if there is not a for- iſ a: 
iaking of it, it is plain there is not much ab- 
horrence of it; but the true penitent wil} 
leave his pleaſing, his profitable, and his ho- 
nourable ſins. lie 


3. Another reaſon why we come hither is ev: 
to preach our dear Lord Jeſus unto you. We e 
declare he loved your never-dying ſouls, ſo i eve 
as to clothe himſelf with our frail nature, % 
and was a man of ſorrows and acquainted I eve: 
with grief; was ſtricken, ſmitten of God, &ter 
and afflicted. He was wounded for our tran- 1 t 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities, s 
that with his ſtripes we might be healed, 
Look over at your leiſure the 53d chapter 9 


* Mark i. 15: + Acts ii, T9, 
T/aioh 


3 
Jlaiab. He, by the blood of his croſs, hath 
expiated all our guilt, ſatisfying his father's 
juſtice, taking away the curſes of the law 
which were againſt us, taking them out of 
the way and nailing them to his croſs, and 
came and preached peace to all them who 
were afar off. Behold, then, the aſtoniſhing 
love of God our Saviour, who looked and 
there was none to ſave; therefore his own 
arm brought falvation to loſt ſinners ; for he 
came to ſeek and to ſave that which was laſt. 
He gave himſelf a ranſom for all to be teſti- 
fied in due time, and by the grace of God 
taſted death forevery man. Heoffered him- 
ſelf “ a full, perfect, and ſufficient oblation 


and ſatisfaction for the ſins of the whole 
world.” 


4. We come hither to. exhort you to be- 
lieve in this all- ſufficient Saviour. For as 
Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
even ſo is the Son of Man lifted up, that who- 
ſcever believeth in him might not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life.—For God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever belteveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
eternal life. Thus we find believing brought 
in twice together in the very ſame words. 
So when he gave his Apoſtles their commiſ- 
lon, it ran thus, Go ye into all the world, 
preach the Goſpel to every creature; he that be- 


John iii. 14, 15, 16, 


heveth 
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ae veth ſball be ſaved, and he that believeth not 
ſhall be damned. But the grand queſtion 
now ariſes, What is believing? I wiſh men 
were intent upon knowing what it 1s, ſeeing 
{alvation or damnation are ſuſpended there- 
upon. This important affair does not con- 
fiſt in being joined to any religious ſociety, 
or receiving any ſet of religious 1 tenets, much 
leſs on repeating of creeds. How many 
thouſands ſay, © I believe in God the Father , 
Almighty,” &c. who live in open rebellion I | 
againſt God; who are drunkards, ſwearers, 
liars, ſabbath-breakers, and live in every 
other abomination ? Now, you are a ſad be- Ne 
liever if you are one of this wretched ſtamp. MW {i 
Remember, it is with the heart man believ- M i. 
eth unto righteouſneſs, and as ſoon as he d 
thus believes, he is juſtified, and has peace fi 
with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt f. Be- b. 
ſides this, believing is differently expreſſed WM d- 
in the ſacred writings. In the Old Teſta-M ſa. 
ment it is frequently called truſting in the u 
Lord. Truſt in the Lord and do good FT. Triſt m. 
ye in the Lord for ever d. They that truſt in ie go 
Lord are like Mount Zion that cannot be moved, S 
but ftandeth faſt for ever [. In the New Teſt- 
ament it is called believing in Chriſt, look- 
ing to him, following of him, eating his 
fleſh and drinking his blood, and ſuch are 
ſaid to have eternal life abiding within them. 


* Mark xvi, 16, + Rom, v. 1. t Pſa, xxxvil. 3. 
& Iſa, xxvi. 4. | Pſa, Cxxv, 1. 4 
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As the Holy Ghoſt is ſo redundant in ex- 
preſſions, it ſhews the importance of the 


thing, ſo that ſome of theſe expreſſions may 
be the more eaſily underſtood. 


5. We come hither to appriſe both Saints 
and Sinners of Satan's devices. Poor thought- 
leſs mortals are pleaſing themſelves with di- 
vers vanities, and are jeſting upon the brink 
of eternal ruin, while the grand foe 1s laugh- 
ing them to ſcorn all the 1 time, and pleafed, 
if any thing can pleaſe a loſt angel, at the 
light of careleſs ſinners ruſhing headlong to 
endleſs ruin. Now, we want to make you 
ſenſible of your danger, that you may eſcape 
it.—If ſome daring ruffian, in this city, was 
determined upon your life, either by force or 
fraud, by night or by. day, would you not 
be continually upon your guard againſt ſo 
dangerous a foe ? Such 1s that grand adver- 
fary of whom I am warning you; he goes 
up and down continually ſeeking whom he 
may devour. He is in one place called a 
god; and that ſhews his amazing power: 
Sometimes an old ſerpent ; and that ſhews 
his amazing cunning : Sometimes our ad- 
verſary ; and that ſhews we are to expect no 
quarter from him: A roaring lion“; and 
that ſhews his great ſavageneſs. He that caſt 
down a third part of the ſtars + will not ſpare 
poor worms; for he is come down having 


® 1 Peter v. 8. + Rev, xii. 4. 
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great wrath. As for real Saints, he ſpares 
them not, and that they know right well. 
They find a need to watch and pray, leſt 
they fall into temptation. 


6. We come hither to encourage all in 
well-doing, and, as far as we can, to be help- 
ers of their faith. We come to ſtrengthen 
the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees; 
to ſay to them that are of a fearful heart, Be 
{trong, fear not, behold your God will come 
with vengeance, yea with a recompence he 6 
will come and ſave you. If there is a good t 
deſire in you, it is the work of his ſpirit, and h 
let that encourage you ſteadily to look up to b 
him who is able and willing to perfect that q 
which he hath begun in you. Many are b 

your enemies, within and without, but fear 

not ; for greater is he that 1s in you than he 
that is in the world. — He hath ſaid, In tbe in 
world ye ſball have tribulation; but be of good wW 
cheer, I have overcome the world. We have lf kr 
reaſon to be thankful that we live in a land I ha 
of peace and liberty, and that we can wor- if pe 
ſhip God as we pleaſe, and when and where WW of 
we pleaſe: Nevertheleſs there is a ſpirit of W wh 
enmity in every carnal, unrenewed heart, W bz 
which will manifeſt itſelf in various forms wh, 
(as was before obſerved); ſometimes by re- 570 
proaches, bitter words, ſcoffing or deriding, ¶ wo 
hearing and propagating evil reports, lie 
#* John xvi, 33. 
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and ſlanders. Never think of having the 
favour of God and man too; if the world 
careſs and ſpeak well of you, there is great 
reaſon to fear you are not faithful to God. 
Look through the New Teſtament, and you 


will find all that will live godly in Chriſt Feſus 


muſt ſuffer perſecution *. Let none of theſe 
things move you, for as your day is, ſo will 
your ſtrength be; and though it be through 
ne fire or water, yet God will bring you at 
length into the wealthy place. One hour's 
enjoyment of the New Jeruſalem will obli- 
terate all the pain or toil which you may 
have ſuffered for your Redeemer's ſake here 
below ; for he will wipe all your tears away, 
and the remembrance of paſt ſufferings ſhall 
be done away. 


7. Laſtly, We come hither to leave the 
incorrigible without any excuſe; becauſe 
whether they will hear or forbear, they ſhall 
know, at the great day, a way of falvation 
has been declared to them. That very Goſ- 
pel which we preach, is ſure to be the power 
of God, either of ſalvation or damnation, 
wherever it is declared: Therefore take heed 
bow ye hear. Beware leſt that come upon you 
which is ſpoken in the Prophets; Behold, ye de- 


/piſers, and wonder and periſh, for I work a 


work in your days, a work which ye will in no- 
wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you f. 
2 Tim. iti, 12, t AQs xiii, 40, 41. 


This 
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This is a very unpleaſing thought to a gener- 
ous mind, viz. to think of riſing up as 
preaching witneſſes againſt any at the laſt 
day. But could I flatter myſelf that my 
plain teſtimony ſhould be uſeful to any one 
foul, I ſhould think myſelf amply rewarded 
for my labour. I know it has a contempti- 
ble appearance for a man to ſet up himſelf 
as a gazing ſtock in this public manner; 
but be it ſo; it is nothing like the ſhame 
which my Saviour underwent when he was 
ſpit upon and rudely buffeted ; when he 
was cruelly ſcourged and painfully crowned 
with thorns; when he carried his croſs thro' 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and at laſt was 
nailed to the curſed tree. | | 


See there his temples crown'd with thorns ; 
His bleeding hands extended wide ; 

His ſtreaming feet transfix*d and torn ; 
The fountain guſhing from his ſide. 


O, can we ſtand upon our punctilios of 
honour, reſpect, or credit, when we ſee 
our incarnate God made a ſpectacle to devils, 
inen, and angels ? For my own part, I trult 
I ſhould rejoice were I ſet in the ſtocks all 
the Afternoon, could it ſave one ſoul. —But, 
alas | ſhould I ſhed my blood it would ſigni- 
fy nothing; no, tis the blood, the precious 
blood of Jeſus which hath atoned, and which 
alone can purge the conſcience from dead 


works to ſerve the living God. 
Such 


( 23 ) 
Such is the Goſpel, ſuch is its powerful 
influence wherever it is received, thus to turn 
the world upſide down. What think you 


now? What worſe would this City be if al! 
its inhabitants were thus turned? 


The ſtreets would then be full of praiſe, 
Of Jeſus' love, his gracious ways, 
His mercy, and his name. 


Then there would be no need of our com- 
ing forth in this public manner; no, all 
would be peace and harmony, and riot and 
diſcord would ceaſe. But if the Goſpel has 
this effect where it is received, have you re- 
ceived it? Have you got that religion which 
will ſtand the ſhock of that awful meſſenger 
which rides on his pale horſe *? Have you 
that religion which will ſtand when the artil- 
lery of heaven is diſcharged ; when the ma- 
gazines of fire and brimſtone ſhall break forth 
and ſet the world on flames? Should this be 
the hour, which of you could clap your 
glad wings and ſay, Come Lord Feſus, come 
quickly! Well, that awful hour 1s ſwift on 
its approach; ſeek the Lord while he may 
be found; call upon him while he is near. 
Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
on him, and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon, 


* Rey, Vi, 8. 


To 
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To conclude; I am glad to ſee that de- 
cency of behaviour, and attention which the 
greateſt part of you have ſhewn ; it ſhews 
good ſenſe and good manners, and let me 
hope it is a ſign of an underſtanding and be- 
lieving mind, ſo that you may receive the 
truth in the love thereof, and feel the Goſ- 


pel to be the power of God unto an endleſ- 
life. 
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